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Leviticus 
 

1.  Introduction to Leviticus 
 

1) Title – In the Hebrew Bible the title is “and he called. The Septuagint titled this book 
“leuitikon,” meaning, “relating to the Levites” 
 

2) Purpose 
 

• Leviticus tells how God’s people were to express and maintain a proper covenant 
relationship with the God of the covenant 

 

• Leviticus deals with the life and worship of Israel; a holy God was in the midst of His 
people (26:11–12) and thus demanded their holiness (20:22–26) 

 
3) Key Word – Holiness (idea is “set apart, sanctified, separated”) 

Key Verses – 19:2; 20:24–26 
 

4) Message 
 

� Leviticus relates how Israelites were to worship and walk before a holy God. 
 

• Leviticus provides Israel with legislation on how they were to approach their holy King 
when they violated His covenant standards. 

 

2.  Outline Of Leviticus 
 

Basic Outline 
 

1) Sacrifices, Priests, and Purification, 1–17 
2) Living Under the Mosaic Covenant, 18-27 

 

More Detailed Outline 
 

1) The Laws of Sacrifice, 1-7 a holy God could not be approached without a sacrifice 
2) Institution of the Priesthood, 8-10 a holy God could not be approached without a mediating priest 
3) Laws of Purification, 11-15 
4) The Day of Atonement, 16 
5) Blood and the Sacrificial System, 17 
6) Obligations to the Covenant and Results, 18-27 

• Laws for Personal Relationships, 18-20 

• Laws for Priests and Feasts, 21-23 

• Laws for Life and Land, 24-27 
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3.  Some Important Matters in Leviticus 
 
Here we will look at sacrifices, the Day of Atonement, festivals, and law of years. 
 
1) The Sacrifices of Leviticus 1–7 
 

• The Types of Sacrifices 
 

(1) “Bloody” (burnt, sin, trespass, peace). Basic principle was that of atonement by 
substituting the innocent for the guilty. The general procedure was… 
 
(a) Offerer brings animal to the door of the tabernacle, near which the altar was 

located, and lays his hand on the animal (identification) 
 
(b) Offerer slays animal (acknowledgement of justice of death penalty against the 

offerer) 
 
(c) Priest catches the blood in a vessel; sprinkles it according to the demands of the 

specific sacrifice being offered  
 
(d) The animal is turned over to the priest for the remainder of the ceremony 
 
Note the chart on the next page detailing the six types of blood sacrifices (from 
Gleason Archer, A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, p. 262). 
 

(2) “Bloodless” (grain, vegetable, drink). Sometimes these were offered by 
themselves, but they usually were offered with blood sacrifices. The procedure was 
simple: the offering was brought to the alter where it was burned (grain, vegetable) 
or poured out on the alter (drink). 

 

• Each offering is discussed twice: the first time for the offerer, the second time for the 
priest (cf. 1:2; 6:9). This is because each did different things with the sacrifices. 
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• The Importance of the Sacrifices 
 
It is difficult for us to fully understand and comprehend the importance of the Levitical 
system of worship to the OT saint. Having called, rescued, and established the nation of 
Israel as his special people, the Lord established for them a central place of worship, the 
tabernacle. If the believer of that day was going to express his devotion to his Lord it had 
to be at the tabernacle (cf. 17:1–7).  
 
The sacrifices had a twofold purpose—one in regard to the Israelite’s relationship to the 
nation which God ruled (theocratic), and the other purpose in regard to the Israelite’s 
relationship with God (redemption).  
 
(1) In the Life of the Nation, the Sacrifices… 
 

(a) offered atonement for transgressions of the Law, the constitution of Israel. 
Remember, this is not from the point of view of personal salvation but of the 
nation. When you break a law judgment must be served, a penalty must be paid, 
and the government sees you as a criminal. The sacrifices satisfied judgment, paid 
the penalty, and restored your “good name.” 

 
(b) identified and continued one’s standing in Israel. The sacrifices were 

essential for expressing one’s “citizenship” with both the Ruler of Israel (the 
LORD) and the people of Israel. 

 
(2) In the Spiritual Life of the Individual, the Sacrifices… 
 

(a) were not necessary for salvation (no more than baptism and communion are 
for us today) 

 
(b) were a necessary aspect of salvation (as baptism and communion are today). 

While not contributing to justification they expressed one’s sanctification—they were 
the necessary fruit of salvation. Without them spiritual growth was hindered (Ps 
51; 66:13–20) and one’s salvation was questioned (1 Sam 26:19). 

 
(3) In light of Christ’s perfect and final sacrifice, studying these sacrifices can seem 

either tedious or irrelevant. However, these deserve attention as Christ’s death is 
described in terms of the OT sacrifices, cf. 1 John 2:2; Heb 9:22; 13:11–12. 

 
(4) The OT frequently refers to these sacrifices and offerings, whether positively as an 

expression of love for God and walking in righteousness (e.g. Ps 4:5) or negatively if 
they are offered as mere ritual (1 Sam 15:22) or wrongly (e.g. Mal 1:6–8). 
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2) The Day of Atonement, Leviticus 16 
 

• Significance 
 

(1) One of the most important times of the year in Israel – the day when atonement was 
made for the entire nation 

(2) This provided expiation (cancellation) for all national sins 
(3) Necessary preparation for the Feast of Tabernacles 

 

• Ceremony (refer to the chart of the tabernacle on p. 12)  
 

(1) Early in the morning, the high priest bathed himself, dressed in an all-white garment 
(2) He slew a bull at the great altar  
(3) He carried into the Holy of Holies a censer filled with burning coals  
(4) Back to the outer court, gets the blood of the bull, takes it back into the Holy of 

Holies, sprinkles it before the mercy seat, atoning for his personal sin 
(5) Back to the outer court, slays first of two goats, takes its blood back to the Holy of 

Holies, sprinkles on the mercy seat, making atonement for the sins of the nation 
(6) The blood of the two animals mixed, sprinkled over the interior of the Tabernacle, 

signifying consecration of the area for another year of worship 
(7) Mixed blood applied to other goat, the “scapegoat,” which was sent into the 

wilderness bearing the sin of the collective nation on itself (thus sin was not only 
covered but removed) 

(8) High priest bathed again, changed back into priestly garments 
 
3) Festivals, Leviticus 23 

 
There were three great feast-seasons through the Hebrew agricultural year. Within these 
seasons there were seven festivals, some lasting only one day, some lasting eight days. The 
entire community would participate with rejoicing and thanksgiving. Israel’s past was 
remembered and faith in the LORD renewed and sustained. These three great feast-seasons 
were times when all male Israelites were to journey to the central altar (Deut 16:16). 
 

• The FIRST feast season: Passover, Unleavened Bread, First-Fruits 
 

(1) Passover (23:5) – celebrated Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian bondage 
(2) The Feast of Unleavened Bread (23:6–8) – commemorates the hardships of the 

hurried flight from Egypt 
(3) First-Fruits (23:9–14) – dedicates the first portion of the barley harvest to God 

 

• The SECOND feast season: Pentecost 
 

(1) “Pentecost” means fifty, as this feast comes fifty days after the Passover feast 
(23:15–16) 

(2) Dedicates the first fruits of the wheat harvest to God 
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• The THIRD feast season: Tabernacles 
 

(1) Feast of Trumpets (23:23–25) – called Israel to this third great feast, a day of rest 
and worship 

(2) The Day of Atonement (23:26–32) – see above 
(3) The Feast of Tabernacles (23:33–43) – commemorating God’s protection of Israel 

during the wilderness wanderings and rejoicing in completion of all the harvests 
 
4) Law of Years, Leviticus 25 
 

• Sabbath Year, 25:1–7 
 

(1) Every seventh year, the land was left untilled 
(2) A year of “liberty”—for debtors and slaves 
(3) Because of the neglect of this, the Babylonian captivity came on Judah (Lev 26:34–

35, 43; 2 Chron 36:21) 
 

• Jubilee Year, 25:8–55 
 

(1) Every fiftieth year was a special Sabbath year, and the land went untilled; God 
promised that every 48th year would provide enough for the 49th and 50th years 

(2) This special year required that all Hebrew slaves be freed and property be restored to 
its original owners 

(3) If carefully obeyed, this legislation would have provided Israel with economic 
stability never known in any other society  
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Numbers 
 

1.  Introduction to Numbers 
 

1) Title – in the Hebrew Bible it is “in the wilderness of.” The Septuagint titled it “numbers.” 
 

2) Theme: Wilderness Wanderings  
 
3) Key Passage: 14:28–30 

 
4) Content and Message 

 
a.  Israel spent a year at Mount Sinai receiving the Law, instructions for living, and building 

the Tabernacle and its furnishings 
b.  They then went north toward Canaan, arriving at Kadesh-barnea 
c.  Despite a superior law, system of worship, and the promise of the Lord’s presence, their 

lack of faith resulted in decades of wandering in the wilderness 
d.  Instead of acting and trusting as God’s chosen people, they murmured, complained, 

rebelled, and endured divine judgment 
e.  After forty years in the desert wilderness God fulfilled his promise and brought them to 

the edge of the Promised Land  
 

� The organization of Israel for marching to the Promised Land and their failure to 
believe and obey God 

 
5) Time Period Covered 
 

a.  Numbers 1–10 – these events fall within a two month period 
b.  Numbers 11–24 – these events occur throughout forty years 
c.  Numbers 25–36 – these events occur in sometime during the fortieth year  

 

2.  Outline of Numbers 
 

Basic Outline 
 
1) At Sinai, 1:1–10:10 
2) To Kadesh, 10:11–19:22 
3) In the Wilderness, 19:23–21:35 
4) At the Jordan, 22–36 
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More Detailed Outline 
 

1) From Sinai Israel Prepares to Enter the Promised Land, 1:1–
10:10 

 
a.  First numbering, 1:1–54 
b.  Arrangement of the camp, 2:1–34 (see chart on the next page)  
c.  Instructions from God, 3:1–10:10 
 

2) Israel Journeys from Sinai to Kadesh, 10:11–13:33 
 
a.  Departure from Sinai, 10:11–36 
b.  Murmuring complaints of the people, 11–12 
c.  Report of the 12 spies, 13 
 

3) Failure at Kadesh and Forty Years of Wandering, 14:1–20:13 
 
a.  Rebellion and judgment at Kadesh, 14–15 
b.  Korah’s rebellion, 16 
c.  Aaron’s rod that budded, 17 
d.  Instructions to the Levites, 18–19 
e.  Miriam’s death and Moses’ sin, 20:1–13 
 

4) Approach to Canaan, 20:14–21:35 
 
a.  Detour around Edom, 20:14–22 
b.  Aaron dies, 20:23–29 
c.  The brazen serpent, 21:1–9 
d.  Defeat of Sihon and Og, 21: 10–35 
 

5) Israel by the Banks of the Jordan River, 22–36 
 
a.  Balaam, the mercenary prophet, 22–25 (see p. 22 for discussion) 
b.  Second numbering of Israel, 26 
c.  Instruction and conquest, 27–36 
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The Israelite Tribal 

Line of March 

 

1. Judah 

2. Issachar 

3. Zebulun 

 

4. Reuben 

5. Simeon 

6. Gad 

 

Tent of Meeting  

and Levites 

 

7. Ephraim 

8. Manasseh 

9. Benjamin 

 

10. Dan  

11. Asher 

12. Naphtali 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 218) 
 

The Tabernacle was located in the middle of the camp, physically 

emphasizing the central place the Lord had in Israel’s life and worship. 

God chose to dwell among them, and they were to be aware of his 

presence. 

 

The thousands of warriors who surrounded the Tabernacle protected it 

from attack. The Ark of the Covenant was probably carried at the head 

of the procession, symbolizing God’s presence with his people (cf. 

10:33-36). 

 

When Israel was marching their procession was arranged in this way � 
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Was Balaam a genuine prophet, a believer in the LORD? Despite the 

numerous instances where Balaam testified that he could only speak what the Lord told him to, we 
should not think of him as a genuine prophet of the Lord for the following reasons: 
 

1.  Close association with Moab and Midian, nations that desired Israel’s destruction 
 

2.  References to divination and sorcery (22:7; 24:1) 
 

3.  Reception of pieces of sacrificed cattle and sheep (22:40), practice of examining livers to 
predict the future (divination) 

 
4.  Peter uses him as the standard of mercenary false teachers (2 Pet 2:15) 

 
5.  Jude describes the false teaching he addresses as “the error of Balaam” (Jude 4, 11) 

 
6.  Jesus equates the teaching of the Nicolaitans with Balaam’s teaching (Rev 2:14–15) 

 
Israel’s intermarriage with Moabites (25:1ff)—“The counsel of Balaam” (31:16; cf. Rev 
2:14)—was the result of and involvement in idolatry and immorality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


