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Israelology 
 
I am again indebted to my friend and teacher, Dr. Mark Snoeberger of Detroit Baptist Theological Seminary, for 
much of this material. 
 

1.  The Basic “Idea” of Israel 
 
1) Israel’s Origin and Identity 
 
a.  Israel began as a specific, unique culture and people when God called Abraham from 
Ur (Gen 12:1–3; 15:1–6). 

b.  Israel became a political nation with the Exodus and the giving of the Law at Sinai 
(Exod 19:6) 

c.  After the birth of the church Israel continues to exist (Acts 3:12; 4:8, 10; 5:21, 31, 35; 
21:28; Rom 10:1, etc) and will continue to exist forever. 

d.  The Bible makes clear that there is a group within ethnic Israel that is made up of 
believers (Rom 9:6).  

 
2) Israel’s Purpose 
 
a.  Israel is the only historical example in the world of God’s civic and spiritual 
governments unified together 

b.  All aspects of Israel’s life (called culture) and worship were thoroughly intertwined in 
the Mosaic Law. For anyone to try to separate one aspect of the Law from the other is 
impossible, akin to trying to remove one thread from a piece of embroidery or cross-
stitch—it would destroy the entire piece. 

 
3) Israel’s Destiny 
 
a.  Presently Israel has been temporarily set aside (Rom 11:15, 20, 23, 25–29) 
b.  Israel will be restored as a spiritual and civic nationality. It will stand at the head of the 
nations and be a “kingdom of priests” for the nations (see for example Isa 2:2–4; 60:11; 
61:6) 

 

2.  The Essential Rites and Ceremonies of Israel 
 
1) Circumcision 
 
a.  One became a citizen of Israel by physical birth, and boys had to be circumcised (Gen 
17:10–12; Lev 12:3). 

b.  For one to be part of the “Israel of God” a Jewish man needed more than circumcision 
of the flesh—he needed the circumcision of the heart (Deut 10:16; Jer 4:4; Ezek 9:25–
26; Acts 7:51). 

 
2) Sacrifices 
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Right standing within Israel was maintained through sacrifices (see above, p. 16). 
 
3) Tithes, Feasts, and the Sabbath 
 
These were special rites and ceremonies that Israel observed, thoroughly intertwined as both 
civic and spiritual. An Israelite paid his tithes, attended feasts, and observed the Sabbath as 
part of the national, political life of Israel and at the same time expressed love and loyalty to his 
God. 

 

3.  The Constitution of Israel: The Mosaic Law 
 
1) The Jurisdiction of the Law: Who the Law Governed and had Authority Over 
 
a.  The Law was given to govern the nation of Israel 
 
Lev 26:46 “These are the statutes and ordinances and laws which the Lord 

established between Himself and the sons of Israel through Moses at Mount 
Sinai.” 

Ps 147:19 “He declares His words to Jacob, His statutes and His ordinances to 
Israel.” 

Rom 9:4 “…Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the 
covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the 
promises” 

 
b.  The Law was not given to the Gentiles 
 
Deut 4:8 “What great nation is there that has statutes and judgments as righteous 

as this whole law which I am setting before you today?” 
Ps 147:20 “He has not dealt thus with any nation; and as for His ordinances, they 

have not known them.” 
Rom 2:14 Gentiles “do not have the Law” 
 

2) The Function of the Law 
 
a.  The primary purpose of the Law was to regulate the spiritual and theocratic life of the 
nation of Israel 

 
b.  Israelites who observed the Law would experience earthly blessing, success, and 
longevity (Josh 1:7–8) 

 
c.  Because the Law did not provide any means of for perfect obedience, resulting in life, 
the Law only brought death, resulting in— 

 
(1) Knowledge of sin (Rom 3:20) 
(2) Guilt (Gal 3:19, 22) 
(3) Debt that was impossible to pay (Rom 5:20; 7:8–13) 
(4) Condemnation (Rom 3:19) 
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d.  The Law served as a custodian for the faithful until Christ came (Gal 3:23–24; the Law 
as “tutor” was not “to lead us” but was a supervisory guardian until adulthood. The 
Law’s function had a time limit—once that limit arrived, its function ceased) 

 

4.  The Covenants of Israel 
 
The Meaning of “Covenant” – a relationship involving responsibilities. The idea seems to 
come from the practice of splitting sacrificial animals and walking between them, essentially 
saying, “may this happen to me if I fail to uphold my end of the covenant.” This “started” or 
enacted the relationship between the parties (see Gen 15:9–10, 17; Jer 34:18) 
 
The OT tells us of five covenants. The first one God made with Noah and applies to all 
mankind. The other four belong to Israel, and are— 
 
1) The Abrahamic Covenant—Genesis 15; 17:1–21 
 
a.  In this covenant God promised Abraham and his descendents a seed (physical 
descendents), a land (extending from the river of Egypt to the Euphrates), and a 
blessing (personal, national, and universal).  

 
b.  This was a unilateral covenant (only one party involved in the covenant responsibilities; 
only God passed between the animals, Gen 15:17) God made with Israel (see next 
paragraph) that is eternal in duration (Gen 13:15) and yet unfulfilled (Isa 61:9). 
 
While other nations would benefit from this covenant (Gen 12:3) it was made only with 
Abraham and his physical descendents (Gen 12; 15; 22:15–18; 26:2–5; 28:13–14; 35:9–
15; 1 Chron 16:16–17; Ps 105:9–10; Isa 41:8). 

 
2) The Mosaic/Palestinian Covenant—Exodus 20–31 (esp. 24:1–8); Deut 28–30 
 
a.  In this covenant, Israel would be a holy nation that God would rule through a mediator 
and the world through Israel, which would function as a kingdom of priests (Exod 19:5–
6).  

b.  This covenant was one which both parties swore to (Exod 19:8; 24:3, 7) and was 
thoroughly Israelite. 

 
3) The Davidic Covenant—2 Samuel 7:11–16; 1 Chronicles 17:7–14; Psalm 89 
 
a.  This covenant promised David an everlasting dynasty (a king), kingdom (a realm 
which the king ruled), and throne (the right to rule). 

b.  This was an unconditional, Israelite, eternal covenant God made with David and 
remains unfulfilled. 

 
4) The New Covenant—Jeremiah 31:31–37; Ezek 36:1–38 
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a.  In this covenant Israel will receive a new heart; repent and become obedient; be 
forgiven; be re-gathered and dwell in the land; experience permanent, irreversible 
blessings (including animals, weather, and agriculture); and Gentiles will respond and 
stream to Israel. 

b.  This covenant will be entered into by both Israel and God (Jer 31:33; 32:40; 50:4–5; 
Ezek 37:1–14). It is thoroughly Israelite, eternal, and remains unfulfilled. 

 
 

Is the Christian Under the Mosaic Law? 
 

1.  Understand the Meaning of “The Law” in the NT 
 
1) In the majority of cases “law” refers to the written Mosaic Law 
 
2) The Law is an indivisible unity (Gal 5:3; Jas 2:10)  

 
3) The Law had penalties that could not be separated from the commandments 

 

2.  The Law Was Given to Israel (see above, p. 32, “The Constitution of Israel”) 
 

3.  The Law had Definite Functions (see above, pp. 32–33, “The Constitution of 
Israel”) 

 

4.  The Christian and the Law 
 
1) The NT teaches that the Christian is not under the jurisdiction of the Mosaic Law 
 
2) The Mosaic Law as an authoritative, governing code is finished 
 
3) The Christian is under the jurisdiction of Christ’s Law (Rom 8:2; Gal 6:2; Jas 2:12) 
 
4) We must distinguish between the Law as a code and the commandments contained in it. 
There will be some commands from the “old” code that will be part of the “new” code. But 
the entire Law, as a governing code, has been done away.  
 
John 1:17 “For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized 

through Jesus Christ.” 
Rom 7:1-6 “1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know 

the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives? 2 
For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is 
living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning 
the husband. 3 So then, if while her husband is living she is joined to 
another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, 
she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress though she is 
joined to another man. 4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made 
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to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be 
joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that 
we might bear fruit for God. 5 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful 
passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of 
our body to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we have been released 
from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that 
we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.” 

Rom 8:2 “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the 
law of sin and of death.” 

1 Cor 9:20–21 “20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those 
who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself 
under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law; 21 to 
those who are without law, as without law, though not being without 
the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those 
who are without law.” 

2 Cor 3:6, 11 “6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the 
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life…11 For 
if that which fades away was with glory, much more that which remains is 
in glory.” 

Gal 2:19 “For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God.” 
Gal 3:1-5 “1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes 

Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? 2 This is the only thing I 
want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the 
Law, or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the 
Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 4 Did you suffer so 
many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 So then, does He who 
provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the 
works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?” 

Gal 3:10-14 “10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; 
for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things 
written in the book of the law, to perform them.’ 11 Now that no one is 
justified by the Law before God is evident; for, ‘The righteous man shall 
live by faith.’ 12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, ‘He 
who practices them shall live by them.’ 13 Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, 
‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’— 14 in order that in Christ 
Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we 
would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” 

Gal 5:18 “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.” 
Col 2:14 “having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees 

against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, 
having nailed it to the cross.” 
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The OT Historical Books 
 

1.  These Books: 
 
1) Record the outworking of God’s covenant promise to Abraham of a land for His people 
 
2) Reveal that obedience to God’s Law brings blessing, disobedience brings curses 
 
3) Attack idolatry as the great obstacle to man coming to God and the great defiler of His 
name 

 

2.  Chronology of the Historical Books 
 
1) Union of 12 independent tribes 
 
a.  Dates: 1407–1050 B.C. 
b.  Book: Joshua, Judges, Ruth 
 

2) The Monarchy—United, then Divided 
 
a.  Dates: 1050–586 B.C. 
b.  Books: 1–2 Samuel, 1–2 Kings, 1–2 Chronicles 
 

3) Israel’s Exile and Return from Exile 
 
a.  Dates: 606–396 B.C. 
b.  Book: Esther, Ezra, Nehemiah 
 

3.  Practical Importance 
 
1) For Israel – We must remember that the original readers were Israelites! The intent of these 
books was to learn about their God, know their history as God’s people, and gain instruction 
and encouragement to live as God’s people. 

 
2) For the Church – As all Scripture is inspired by God and profitable (2 Tim 3:16–17), from 
these books we are admonished by Israel’s example (1 Cor 10:11), gain encouragement to 
hope (Rom 15:4), and learn about God and righteous living (2 Tim 3:16). 
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Joshua 
 

1.  Introduction to Joshua 
 
1) Authorship – this book was written primarily by Joshua (24:1–26).  
 
2) Purpose and Theme 

 
a.  This book describers the conquest and division of the land of Canaan.  
 
b.  Joshua shows how God’s promises to Israel were fulfilled in giving that nation the 
Promised Land 

 
c.  Joshua demonstrate God’s holiness by Israel’s destruction of the Canaanites, Deut 7:5-
6; Josh 11:20 

 
This was God’s way of safeguarding the covenant nation and keeping their faith pure. 
Separation is the doctrine and practice that preserves the faith and protects God’s people 
from sinful behavior. 

 
d.  Joshua shows that Israel failed to fully possess that land. This was not God or Joshua’s 
fault, and sets the scene for the period of Judges and Israel’s apostasy (falling away from 
God into idolatry) 

 
e.  The overall theme of Joshua is conquering Canaan. Note these important aspects— 

 
(1) The covenant faithfulness of the Lord 
(2) The importance of the written Word of God (1:8; 8:32–35; 23:6–16; 24:26–27) 
(3) The failure of human effort apart from God’s help 
(4) The holiness of God and His judgment on sin 

 
f.  Key passage: 21:43–45 

 
3) Content and Message 

 
a.  Joshua begins where Deuteronomy ends. Israel stands on the east side of the Jordan 
River, and was commanded by God to 

 
(1) Subdue the land – destroy the inhabitants 
 
(2) Settle the nation in the land – divide the land 

 
b.  The Canaanite nations were materially, technologically, and militarily superior to the 
Israelites, living in strong, fortified cities, but were grossly immoral and cruel.  
 

c.  The man Joshua (meaning “the LORD saves”)  
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(1) Born in Egypt, a genuine believer (Num 27:18) 
(2) Moses’ aid (Exod 24:13) 
(3) Represented his tribe in the initial survey of Canaan (Num 13:8, 16) 
(4) Selected a Moses’ successor (Num 27:18–23) 
(5) Joshua was about 80–85 years old when he succeeded Moses; he led in the conquest 
for seven years (Josh 14:7, 10), and he died at the age of 110 (24:29). 

 

� The establishment of Israel in the Promised Land. 
 

2.  Outline of Joshua 
 

Basic Outline 
 
1) Entering Canaan, 1–5 
2) Conquering Canaan, 6–12 
3) Dividing Canaan, 13–24 
 

More Detailed Outline 
 

1) Entering Canaan, 1–5 
 
a.  Preparations to conquer, 1 
b.  Spying of Jericho, 2 
c.  Crossing of Jordan, 3–4 
d.  Consecration of Israel, 5 
 

2) Conquering Canaan, 6–12 
 
a.  The Central Campaign, 6–8 
(1) Defeat of Jericho, 6 
(2) Sin of Achan, 7 
(3) Destruction of Ai, 8:1–29 
(4) The altar at Shechem, 8:30–35 

b.  The Southern Campaign, 9–10 
(1) Deception of Gibeon, 9 
(2) Defeat of the Amorites, 10 

c.  The Northern Campaign, 11 
(1) Defeat of the northern Canaanites, 11:1–15 

d.  Summary of Conquests, 11:16–12:24 
 

3) Dividing Canaan, 13–24 
 
a.  Division of the Land, 13–21 
b.  Final Words of Joshua, 22–24 
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This map describes the strategy followed by Joshua as he led the armies of the Lord against 
the inhabitants of Canaan. Remember that it was not the responsibility of Joshua to completely 
conquer and destroy all of the tribes in the land. Rather it was his responsibility to lead the initial 
charge, to concentrate his attacks upon the strongest of the tribes, and to “break the back of the 
resistance,” so that the individual tribes of Israel could then go into their own territories and 
completely vanquish the enemy nations.  

Joshua was completely faithful in the mission given him by the Lord, and as he passed from 
the scene, he left the children of Israel facing an enemy whose ability to wage war had been 

completely broken. 
What is more, he left 
them a marvelous 
demonstration of the 
power and faithfulness 
of the Lord. They had 
followed Joshua against 
the Canaanite hordes, 
and they had seen the 
victories miraculously 
given by the Lord. This 
should have inspired in 
the Israelites a sense of 
gratitude and a sense of 
confidence that would 
have enabled them to 
obey God’s command 
to go in and destroy the 
remaining pagan 
peoples. The sorry truth 
is that it did not. 
Though Joshua was 
faithful to his 
commission, the people 
refused to be faithful to 
the responsibility left to 
them. It is this failure to 
drive the pagans out of 
the land that sets the 
scene for all of the 
heartache and 
disappointment that 
they would experience 
throughout the rest of 
OT history. Joshua 
warned them of this 
(Josh 23:13).  
(Map from Holman’s 
Book of Charts, p. 114) 
 


