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1 & 2 Samuel 
 

1.  Introduction to 1 & 2 Samuel 
 

1) Title and Authorship 
 

a.  The two books were originally combined as one. 
 
b.  Samuel probably wrote most of 1 Samuel, at least up to 1 Samuel 25! Jewish tradition 

says that Nathan and Gad wrote the rest of 1 Samuel and all of 2 Samuel. 
 
2) Purpose and Theme 
 

a.  The purpose of 1–2 Samuel is to that God established and directed Israel’s monarchy. 
 
b.  The theme of 1–2 Samuel is kingship and covenant.  

 
3) Content and Message 
 

a.  1–2 Samuel revolve around three important people— 
 

(1) Samuel 
 

(a) Prophet – Prophets represented God to men. They were individuals chosen by 
God who gave the Lord’s message firsthand, unmediated (1 Sam 9:6). More 
about prophets will be said later when we look at the written prophets (Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, etc.). Samuel was a prophet (1 Sam 9:9, 19). 

 
(b) Priest – Priests represented men to God. Samuel was a priest (1 Sam 2:18; 7:9) 

 
(c) Judge – A military, civil, and spiritual leader chosen by God who delivered Israel 

from their enemies (1 Sam 7:15–17; 12:11) 
 
(2) Saul – from the tribe of Benjamin, Israel’s first king 
 
(3) David – from the tribe of Judah, Israel’s second and greatest king 
 

b.  Other important individuals— 
 

(1) Eli – high priest and judge of Israel. Despite caring and training Samuel, Eli did not 
restrain his wicked two sons Hophni and Phineas (1 Sam 2:12–17; 3:13) 

 
(2) Jonathan – Saul’s oldest son and heir, David’s best friend 
 
(3) Joab –David’s uncle and one of his generals 
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(4) Abner – Saul’s uncle and one of his generals 
 
(5) Absalom – David’s son, who would rebel against him and temporarily seized power 

 
c.  In these books the Philistines were Israel’s greatest, most oppressive enemy. 
 

(1) They came from the island of Crete 
(2) Until David’s reign this well-organized, warring peoples ruled almost all of Palestine 
(3) The Philistines were based in five cities: Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and Gath 

(see map below) 
(4) Their great source of power was iron (note 1 Sam 13:19–21) 
(5) While Samuel and Saul brought a temporary halt to Philistine oppression (2 Sam 

5:17–25), it was David who finally defeated them 
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d.  Summary of 1–2 Samuel 
 

God promised a king was promised through the Abrahamic covenant and gave 
instructions for him in the Mosaic covenant. Saul was the first king chosen to lead Israel 
to obey the covenant, but his disobedience resulted in his rejection. David was the next 
king chosen, and he loved God’s Law and lead Israel to obey it. 

 
(1) 1 Samuel – God raised up Samuel as judge, prophet, and priest to guide, lead, and 

protect Israel. Israel rejected God’s rule but God graciously provided a king, Saul. 
Sadly, Saul’s pattern of unrepentant disobedience to God’s Law resulted in God’s 
rejection of him as king. God chose another to be king, David, who experienced 
God’s blessing despite persecution by Saul. 

 
(2) 2 Samuel – David’s rule is firmly established and God graciously promised to 

eternally establish his family, rule, and kingdom. Sadly, despite God-given success 
and blessing, David sinned greatly against God. Though his genuine repentance 
preserved his life and rule, dire consequences resulted from his sin.  

 

� 1 Samuel – The origin of Israel’s monarchy with Samuel and Saul 
 

� 2 Samuel – The establishment or stability of Israel’ monarchy under David 
 
 

2.  Outline of 1– Samuel 
 

Basic Outline 
 
1) The Beginnings of Israel’s Monarchy, 1 Samuel 
 
2) The Establishment of Israel’s Monarchy, 2 Samuel 
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More Detailed Outline 
 

1.  The Prelude of the Monarchy in Israel, 1 Samuel 1–7 
 

1) Samuel’s childhood and call, 1–3 
2) Samuel’s leadership against Philistia, 4–7 
 

2.  The Beginning of Israel’s Monarchy under Saul, 1 Samuel 8–15 
 
1) Saul’s selection to be Israel’s first king, 8–12 
2) Saul’s disqualification to be Israel’s king, 13–15 
 

3.  The Transition of Israel’s Monarchy from Saul to David, 1 Samuel 16–31 
 
1) David’s selection to be Israel’s king, 16–17 
2) David’s rise and Saul’s decline and efforts to kill David, 18–28:2 
3) The end of Saul’s reign, 28:2–31 
 

4.  The Establishment of David’s Rule as Israel’s Monarch, 2 Samuel 1–10 
 
1) David established as Israel’s king, 1–6 
2) God’s promises to David, 7 
3) David’s conquests, 8–10 
 

5.  The Troubles of David’s Rule as Israel’s Monarch, 2 Samuel 11–20 
 
1) David’s crimes: adultery and murder, 11 
2) David’s troubles, 12–20 
 

6.  The Close of David’s Rule as Israel’s Monarch, 2 Samuel 21–24 
 
1) God’s judgment of famine because of Saul’s house, 21:1–14 
2) Final victories over the Philistines, 21:15–22 
3) David’s song of praise, 22 
4) David’s last words, 23:1–7 
5) David’s mighty men, 23:8–39 
6) God’s judgment of plague because of David’s pride, 24 
 

Let’s take a closer look at 1–2 Samuel… 
 

1.  The Prelude of the Monarchy in Israel, 1 Samuel 1–7 
 

1) Samuel’s childhood and call, 1–3 
 

The sins of Eli the priest and his sons Hophni and Phineas resulted in God’s judgment of 
them and replacement with Samuel. 
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2) Samuel’s leadership against Philistia, 4–7 
 

2.  The Beginning of Israel’s Monarchy under Saul, 1 Samuel 8–15 
 
1) Saul’s selection to be Israel’s first king, 8–12 

 
Was it wrong for Israel to have a king? No! God had promised Abraham that kings would 
come from him (Gen 17:6, 16; 35:11, “kings shall come forth from you”). God gave 
instructions in the Law about kings (Deut 17:14–20). A monarchy was not “second best.”  
 
Instead, the theocracy would be mediated through a God-chosen monarch, or king. That king 
was to be faithful to God, and the most important thing to him should be obeying God’s 
Word. God said that the king’s primary responsibility was to shepherd Israel so that they 
would be faithful to God (Deut 17:18–20), not to build up the military (Deut 17:16) or 
establish alliances with other nations through multiple marriages (Deut 17:17a). 
 
Israel, however, did not want a king whose primary concern was obeying God. Israel 
thought that political change would deal with problems that were at root moral and spiritual. 
Thus Israel wanted a king that would be like the surrounding pagan nations and who would 
save them from the pagan nations (1 Sam 8:5, 20). They wanted a king to fight their battles, 
not the LORD. This is a sad thing, yet something that would characterize Israel’s history—on 
the one hand desiring deliverance from pagan nations, yet on the other hand being exactly 
like them. 
 
God points out that the root of Israel’s desire was their rejection of Him as their true King 
(1 Sam 8:7; 12:12). Israel in essence sought to depose the Lord as their King.  
 

2) Saul’s disqualification to be Israel’s king, 13–15 
 
Saul offered sacrifices when he shouldn’t have (13:8–14) and almost foolishly put his son 
Jonathan to death (14). The straw that broke the camel’s back, however, was disobeying 
God’s command by acting as he thought was best (15; note 15:22–23). 
 

3.  The Transition of Israel’s Monarchy from Saul to David, 1 Samuel 
16–31 
 
1) David’s selection to be Israel’s king, 16–17 

 
David’s defeat of Goliath is often applied to conquering the giants of your life. However, 
that is not the point of this event! Rather, this event shows that God was with His chosen 
ruler, no matter how great the opposition may be (Lev 26:7–8; Deut 28:7; Josh 23:9–10). 
This continued through David’s reign (see 2 Sam 8:6, 14). 
 

2) David’s rise and Saul’s decline and efforts to kill David, 18:1–28:2 
 
Despite Saul’s efforts over many years to destroy David, God protected David many 
different times. Many of David’s Psalms were written during these years. 
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3) The end of Saul’s reign, 28:2–31 
 

4.  The Establishment of David’s Rule as Israel’s Monarch, 2 Samuel 
1–10 
 
1) David established as Israel’s king, 1–6 

 
Despite some initial resistance by Saul’s house, “David grew steadily strong, but the house of 
Saul grew weaker continually” (3:1), eventually resulting in David’s rule over all Israel. 
 

2) God’s promises to David, 7 
 
In response to David’s desire to build a permanent place of worship for the Lord, God said 
that his son would do so, not David. God promised David three things, though: an 
everlasting dynasty (a king), kingdom (a realm which the king ruled), and throne (the 
right to rule). 
 

3) David’s conquests, 8–10 
 
 

5.  The Troubles of David’s Rule as Israel’s Monarch, 2 Samuel 11–20 
 
1) David’s crimes: adultery and murder, 11 

 
David committed adultery with Bathsheba and murdered her husband to cover up his sin. 
Though deserving the death penalty, David genuinely repented of his sins (see Psalm 51). 
This did not mean, however, that there were no consequences to these terrible sins… 
 

2) David’s troubles, 12–20 
 
As a result of David’s sins, his baby died; there was immorality in his home; his own son 
Absalom rebelled against David, initiating civil war, and resulting in Absalom’s death. 
 

6.  The Close of David’s Rule as Israel’s Monarch, 2 Samuel 21–24 
 
1) God’s judgment of famine because of Saul’s house, 21:1–14 
2) Final victories over the Philistines, 21:15–22 
3) David’s song of praise, 22 
4) David’s last words, 23:1–7 
5) David’s mighty men, 23:8–39 
6) God’s judgment of plague because of David’s pride, 24 

 
 
 
 


