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1 & 2 Kings 

 

1.  Introduction to 1 & 2 Kings 
 

1) Title and Authorship  
 

a.  Like 1–2 Samuel, 1–2 Kings was originally one book. 
 

This is clear as Elijah’s ministry began in 1 Kings 17 and ends in 2 Kings 2, and Ahaziah 
begins his rule in 1 Kings 22:51 and ends in 2 Kings 1:18. 

 
b.  Jewish tradition says that Jeremiah wrote this book. Other authors suggested are Ezra, 

Ezekiel, or some other prophet. Ultimately we don’t know. We do know that the author 
wrote after the nation was taken into captivity. 

 
c.  It is important to note that the author used a number of different sources for writing 

this account: 
 

(1) “The Book of the Acts of Solomon,” 1 Kings 11:41 
(2) “The Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel,” mentioned 17 times in 1 Kings 

14:19 through 2 Kings 15:31 
(3) “The Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah”  
(4) Other sources are Isaiah (compare 2 Kings 18–20 with Isa 36–39), records from 

David’s reign (1 Kings 1:1–2:11) and other historical accounts (2 Kings 25:22–26, 
27–30) 

 
(5) The important thing to see here is that inspiration allows the use of such sources.  
 

Inspiration guarantees that what the biblical author wrote is God’s perfect Word 
without error. While the biblical author used some sources that were not inspired, 
the Holy Spirit guided and protected him from including any wrong information in 
what he was writing (cf. also Luke 1:1–4). 

 
2) Purpose and Theme 
 

a.  This is a theological history – it is an account from God’s perspective 
 

(1) The history of the kings of Israel is written from the perspective of the Abrahamic 
and Mosaic Law. Israel’s kings are evaluated by these standards (1 Kings 2:3–4; 
11:38; 2 Kings 13:23). 

 
(2) The righteousness of David is also a standard by which the kings of Judah are 

evaluated (1 Kings 9:4; 11:32–39; 15:3–5, 11; 2 Kings 16:2; 22:2) 
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(3) This is a selective history of the kings, not an exhaustive one. The author relates those 
events that fulfill his purpose of showing the covenant loyalty or disloyalty of the 
kings. 

 
b.  Thus, the purpose of 1–2 Kings is to show how the kings “measured up” to the 

covenant. God held the kings (and the nation) responsible to love Him and be loyal to 
Him as revealed especially in the Mosaic Law. 

 
(1) Kings tells of the disunity, division, and eventual captivity of the kingdoms of Judah 

and Israel. These books tell us, “This is why we are in exile. This is why we are here 
in Babylon—we disobeyed the covenant.” 

 
(2) 1–2 Kings also shows that God kept His promises as given in the Abrahamic and 

Davidic Covenants (1 Kings 8:19; 13:23) 
 

(3) 1–2 Kings shows Israel the importance of loving and being loyal to God through the 
covenant 

 
c.  The theme is Israel’s kings in light of God’s covenant. 
 
d.  Key passages are 1Kings 9:4–5; 11:11; and 2 Kings 17:7–23 

 
3) Content and Message 
 

a.  History Covered 
 

(1) Kings begins with the nation united in the Promised Land and ends with the nation 
divided and in captivity in Assyria and Babylon.  
 
David obeyed God’s covenant, with the result that Israel enjoyed God’s blessings in 
the Land. The vast majority of the rest of the kings disobeyed God’s covenant, with 
the result that they were thrown out of the land (Deut 28:49–57, 63–68) 

 
(2) The Northern Kingdom was taken into captivity by Assyria in 722 B.C. 
 
(3) The Southern Kingdom was taken into captivity by Babylon in 586 B.C. 

 
b.  The Kings of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms 

 
One of the greatest challenges in reading 1–2 Kings is keeping track of all the kings!!! 
This becomes a problem when the nation divides into two, and is also made difficult 
because of the names used for the two nations. To help with this, note… 
 
(1) The Division of the Kingdom 
 

(a) From a human standpoint, the nation divided into two kingdoms as a result of 
Rehoboam’s foolish effort to not only continue his father Solomon’s taxation and 
work programs, but increase them (1 Kings 12:14). 
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(b) From God’s standpoint, this “was a turn of events from the Lord” (1 Kings 

12:15).  
 

Despite Solomon’s great wisdom, he did things he was not supposed to do—
acquire horses, money, and wives (1 Kings 10:14–11:8; cp. Deut 17:16–17). The 
last thing was especially damaging, for the women in his harem were from 
foreign nations and they “turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart 
was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God” (11:4–8). As a result, God told 
Solomon that after his death the kingdom would be divided (11:9–13, 31–33).  

 
(c) The first king of the Northern Kingdom was Jeroboam. God told him that if he 

obeyed Him, he would have a kingdom like David’s (1 Kings 11:38).  
 

However, Jeroboam didn’t want those in his kingdom to go to Jerusalem to 
worship (12:26–27), so he set up golden calves in Bethel and Dan, a new 
priesthood, and new dates for festivals (12:28–33). Thus the Northern Kingdom 
was committed to idolatry from its start and only got worse from then on. 

 
(2) The Southern Kingdom is called Judah 
 
(3) The Northern Kingdom is called Israel or Samaria (the capital of the Northern 

Kingdom) 
 
c.  Important Individuals 
 

(1) Kings – Note the chart on the next page  
 
Some of the kings of the Southern Kingdom were good; all of the kings of the 
Northern Kingdom were evil. 
 

(2) Prophets  
 

(a) 1–2 Kings is very important for understanding the times and circumstances of 
Israel’s great prophets. These books are important not only for telling about how 
the kings measured up to the Covenant, but also for telling about God’s primary 
instruments for calling Israel back to the covenant, the prophets. 

 
(b) One item that you may not expect in this section is that of miracles. The Bible 

tells us of many miracles, but many (most?) do not recognize that miracles didn’t 
occur all the time—they were “spread out” over three main periods: (1) Moses, 
(2) Elijah & Elisha, and (3) Jesus.  

 
Miracles authenticated the message and messenger as being from God. 
The fact that miracles really were a rare event should tell us what to expect—or 
not expect!—in our day and age. 
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d.  Pagan nations that God Used to Punish Israel 
 

(1) The Arameans (rulers include Ben Haded I & II, Hazael, and Rezin) 
 
(2) The Assyrians (rulers include Ashur-Nasirpal, Shalmaneser III, Adad-Nirari III, 

Tiglath-Pileser III [also known as Pul], Shalmaneser V, Sargon II, Sennacherib, 
Esarhaddon, Ashurbanipal) 

 
(3) The Chaldeans, or Babylonians (rulers include Nabopolassar, Nebuchadnezzar, 

Evil-Merodach) 
 

(4) The Egyptians (rulers include Shishak, Zerah, So, Pharaoh-Necho) 
 

(5) The Moabites (Mesha) 
 

Sadly, instead of learning from God’s discipline by these foreign, pagan nations, Israel 
entered into entangling alliances with them, which God forbade (1 Kings 15:16ff)  

 
e.  Summary of 1–2 Kings 

 
David’s chosen successor was his son Solomon. After Solomon’s reign, Israel divided 
into the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. The Northern Kingdom fell into idolatry 
and eventual captivity, and the Southern Kingdom eventually followed. 

 

2.  Outline of 1–2 Kings 
 

Basic Outline 
 
1) The United Kingdom, 1 Kings 1–11 
2) The Divided Kingdom, 1 Kings 12–2 Kings 17 
3) The Southern Kingdom, 2 Kings 18–25 

 

More Detailed Outline 
 

1.  The United Kingdom, 1 Kings 1–11 
 

1) Solomon takes the throne, 1:1–2:11 
2) Solomon establishes his rule, 2:12–4:34 
3) Solomon builds the temple, 5–8 
4) Solomon’s fame and rule, 9–10 
5) Solomon’s downfall, 11 
 

2.  The Divided Kingdom, 1 Kings 12–2 Kings 17 
 

1) The division of the kingdom, 1 Kings 12:1–20 
2) Jeroboam’s evil reign over Israel, 1 Kings 12:21–14:20 
3) Rehoboam’s evil reign over Judah, 1 Kings 14:21–31 
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4) Abijam’s evil reign over Judah, 1 Kings 15:1–8 
5) Asa’s good reign over Judah, 1 Kings 15:9–24 
6) Nadab’s evil reign over Israel, 1 Kings 15:25–31 
7) Baasha’s evil reign over Israel, 1 Kings 15:26–16:7 
8) Elahs’ evil reign over Israel, 1 Kings 16:8–10 
9) Zimri’s evil reign over Israel, 1 Kings 16:11–20 
10) Omri’s evil reign over Israel, 1 Kings 16:21–28 
11) Ahab’s evil reign over Israel, 1 Kings 16:28–22:40 
12) Jehoshaphat’s good reign over Judah, 1 Kings 22:41–50 
13) Ahaziah’s evil reign over Israel, 1 Kings 22:51–2 Kings 1:16 
14) Joram’s evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 1:17–9:26 
15) Jehoram’s evil reign over Judah, 2 Kings 8:16–24 
16) Ahaziah’s evil reign over Judah, 2 Kings 8:25–9:28 
17) Jehu’s evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 9–10 
18) Queen Athaliah’s evil reign over Judah, 2 Kings 11:1–20 
19) Joash’s good reign over Judah, 2 Kings 11:21–12:21 
20) Jehoahaz’s evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 13:1–9 
21) Jehoash’s evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 13:10–14:16 
22) Amaziah’s good reign over Judah, 2 Kings 14:1–21 
23) Jeroboam’s evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 14:23–29 
24) Azariah’s (Uzziah’s) evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 14:22; 15:1–7 
25) Zechariah’s evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 15:8–12 
26) Shallum’s evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 15:13–16 
27) Menahem’s evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 15:17–22 
28) Pekahiah’s evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 15:23–26 
29) Pekah’s evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 15:27–31 
30) Jotham’s good reign over Judah, 2 Kings 15:32–38 
31) Ahaz’s evil reign over Judah, 2 Kings 16 
32) Hoshea’s evil reign over Israel, 2 Kings 17:1–41 
 

3.  The Southern Kingdom, 2 Kings 18–25 
 

1) Hezekiah’s good reign, 18–20 
2) Manasseh’s evil reign, 21:1–18 
3) Amon’s evil reign, 21:19–26 
4) Josiah’s good reign, 22:1–23:30 
5) Jehoahaz’s evil reign, 23:31–34 
6) Jehoikim’s evil reign, 23:34–24:7 
7) Jehoachin’s evil reign, 24:8–16 
8) Zedekiah’s evil reign, 24:17–25:21 
9) Gedaliah’s governorship, 25:22–26 
10) Jehoiachin’s release in Babylon, 25:27–30 

 
 
 
 
 
 


