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Esther 
 
The book of Esther is one which most Christians know the basic story and plot: Esther, a 
Jewess, hides her identity and becomes Queen of Persia. Together with her cousin Mordecai they 
enable Jews to defend themselves from ethnic cleansing. 
 
When it comes to understanding this basic story and plot there are no disagreements. Differences 
arise, however, in how this story is viewed and interpreted: Specifically, how should Esther and 
Mordecai be viewed, and why isn’t God ever mentioned in the book?  
 
Compare, for example, the Civil War—there is no disagreement over what happened, but there was 
great disagreement about how it was viewed! The North called it the “War of the Rebellion,” 
whereas the South called it the “War Between the States,” the “War for Southern Independence” 
and the “War of Northern Aggression”!  
 

1.  Introduction to Esther 
 

1) Authorship  
 
The book does not state the author. Jewish tradition has suggested Ezra, Nehemiah, and 
Mordecai. The most we can say is that the author was most likely a Persian Jew living shortly 
after the death of the Persian king Ahasuerus. 

 
2) Purpose and Theme 
 
a.  Purpose—Esther was written to encourage Israel that God will preserve them as a 
nation, no matter how far they fall from Him or how powerful the foes they face. 

 
b.  Theme—God’s providential care 
 

c.  Key verses—4:14; 6:13; 9:1 
 
3) Content and Message 

 
a.  Key characters 
 
(1) Ahasuerus—king of Persia (the Hebrew translation of the Persian name; Xerxes is 
his Greek name) 

 
(2) Vashti—the king’s queen (deposed in chapter 1) 

 
(3) Haman 

 
(a) Prime minister of Persia under Xerxes (3:1) 
(b) Descendant of Amalekites 
(c) Enemy of the Jews  
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(4) Mordecai 
 
(a) Esther’s cousin who reared her as an adopted daughter (2:7) 
(b) Saved the king’s life (2:21–23) 
 

(5) Esther 
 
(a) Hebrew name was Hadassah (2:7) 
(b) Beautiful Jewish maiden chosen to replace Vashti 
(c) Reveals plot of Haman to destroy Jews (7:3–6) 

 
b.  This book never mentions— 
 
(1) The name of God 
(2) The Law of God 
(3) Prayer 

(4) Jerusalem 
(5) The Temple 
(6) Jewish feasts 

 
c.  This book does mention— 
 
(1) The Persian king’s name 190 times 
(2) Ten different feasts! (1:3–4, 5–8, 9; 2:18; 3:15; 5:1–8; 7:1–10; 8:17; 9:17, 18–32) 

 
d.  Important to understanding and interpreting Esther is its relationship to the theocratic 
nation. God’s plan and purpose at this point in biblical history was to reestablish his 
people in Jerusalem, involving the temple, sacrifices, festivals, and the Levitical 
priesthood.  

 
(1) The prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Zechariah urged exiled Jews to return to 
Palestine (Isa 48:20–22; Jer 50:8, 28; 51:6, 45; Zech 2:6–7). This was God’s will for 
His people. 

 
(2) While some godly Jews could not return (such as Daniel), when the opportunity 
came they fulfilled the desire of their hearts (such as Ezra and Nehemiah). 

 
(3) Neither Mordecai nor Esther showed any such desire. In fact, their actions 
demonstrate quite the opposite! 

 
(4) Mordecai— 

 
(a) Concealed his identity for a long period of time (3:4) and told Esther to do the 
same (2:10, 20) 

(b) Refused to bow to Haman. We should not think he did this because of religious 
convictions. Mordecai and Haman represented centuries old animosity between 
Israel and the Amalekites (Exod 17:8–16; Deut 25:17–19; 1 Sam 15), so the 
pride and hatred between the two should not be surprising. Additionally, when 
Mordecai gained Haman’s position (10:3), he would necessarily have bowed to 
the king. 
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(5) Esther— 

 
(a) Became part of a harem (2:9–11), breaking the 7th commandment 
(b) She later became the wife of the Persian king Ahasuerus, a zealous Zoroastrian 
(c) Concealed her nationality by eating nonkosher foods for at least five years (2:9, 
16; 3:7). For her to keep her nationality a secret she would have to have eaten, 
dressed, lived, and worshiped like a Perisan—compare this with Daniel, Sahrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego (Dan 1:8; 3:12)! 
 
Also, compare Esther’s conduct as a Jewess in a pagan land with Joseph, a Jew in 
Egypt—Joseph readily acknowledged God’s hand and sought to not sin against 
God, even if it meant losing his own life (Gen 39:9)! 

 
(6) We should not think that just because these are Bible characters they are righteous 
individuals. God raised them up, but that does not mean they were godly people. If 
there is a “hero” in this story, the hero is God! 

 
(7) We must remember that this book neither praises nor condemns the actions of 
Mordecai and Esther—it simply tells us about them.  

 
(8) We must also remember that immoral practices such as idolatry, adultery, lying, etc. 
were present before Israel went into captivity as well as after the captivity. Though 
Israel often disobeyed God, He continued to preserve them.  

 
e.  This book shows God’s faithfulness to His promises to the descendents of Abraham 
(Gen 12:3). If Haman’s plan succeeded, all Jews would have been wiped out. God made 
promises to Abraham and David, and Haman’s efforts in the book of Esther threatened 
their fulfillment. 

 
“This is the message of the book of Esther to our world today. Divine rejection and yet 
divine providence. Tragedy—and yet hope” (John Whitcomb, Esther, p. 28). 

 
f.  Esther teaches God’s providential care of Israel. No matter how bad things became, 
God is in control, His people are in His hands. Note some instances of God’s 
providence in Esther— 

 
(1) Ahasuerus’ drunkenness 
(2) Vashti’s obstinacy and divorce 
(3) Esther’s selection as queen 
(4) Mordecai hearing of the assassination attempt (not to mention the attempt itself!) 
(5) Ahasuerus’s insomnia 
(6) Haman’s presence in the courtyard 
 

g.  During the events of the book of Esther Jews in Palestine were experiencing great 
difficulty. They had struggled for over 20 years to rebuild the temple to worship their 
God. We know from our survey of Ezra and Nehemiah that the people also struggled to 
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be holy to the Lord and faced much opposition. This book would encourage struggling 
Jews along two lines: 

 
(1) No matter how powerful their opponents, God would protect His people, even 
when they were not faithful to Him 

(2) God should be worshiped by His people because He is always faithful 
 
h.  Esther also explains about the feast of Purim 

 
(1) The only biblical festival outside the Pentateuch 
(2) God’s people would be encouraged each time it was observed  

 

� Esther shows God’s providential care for and protection of Israel. 
 

2.  Outline of Esther 
 

Basic Outline 
 

1) Esther Becomes Queen, 1–2 
2) Haman’s Feud with Mordecai, 3–8 
3) The Jews’ Victory and Feast of Purim, 9–10  

 

More Detailed Outline 
 

1.  Esther Becomes Queen, 1–2 
1) Vashti demoted, 1 
2) Esther’s coronation, 2 

2.  Haman’s Feud with Mordecai, 3–8 
1) Haman plots to kill Mordecai, 3 
a.  Haman’s anger with Mordecai, 3:1–6 
b.  A day of revenge, 3:7–15 

2) Mordecai’s plan and Esther’s decision, 4 
3) Esther’s first banquet, 5:1–8 
4) Haman’s plot against Mordecai, 5:9–14 
5) Haman’s humiliation before Mordecai, 6 
a.  The king learns of Mordecai’s unrewarded deed, 6:1–5 
b.  Mordecai honored, 6:6–11 
c.  Haman’s downfall foretold, 6:12–12 

6) Esther’s second banquet, 7 
7) Mordecai’s counter-decree, 8 

3.  The Jews’ Victory and Feast of Purim, 9–10 
1) Jews destroy their enemies, 9:1–19 
a.  Throughout the kingdom, 9:1–10 
b.  In Susa, 9:11–15 
c.  Celebration, 9:16–19 

2) Feast of Purim, 9:20–32 
3) Mordecai’s greatness, 10 


