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“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” Eph 5 :16 
 
 

Monday, Jan 13 
 

Genesis 14—Lot and family are taken captive, but Abram delivers them. 
Melchizedek blesses Abram. 

 King Chedorlaomer and his cohorts defeated other kings. From a human 
viewpoint, what were Abram’s “odds” against him? Why would Abram  
even attempt this? 

 Note how Abram is described in verse 14—he is now identified as leader  
of a clan or family. This is the first time in the Bible “Hebrew” occurs.  

 Melchizedek means “king of righteousness.” Are we told about Melchizedek’s 
ancestors? What “tribe” he belonged to?  

 

Matthew 14—John the Baptist’s death is described (1-12); Jesus feeds the 5000 
(13-21) and walks on water (22-36). 

 What did John the Baptist do that put him in prison? Why did John do that? 
 What was the response of those in the boat to Jesus walking on the water? 
 

Items for Prayer 

 Jeremy, Caroline, Isobel, William, and Priscilla Dion- Papua New Guinea—
Pray for continued strength as we adjust to life in the bush. 

 Persecuted Brothers and Sisters in Christ (Heb 13:3) 
 God would provide the men we need for our spiritual growth 
 We would glorify God as Christ’s church, Rom 16:27; Eph 3:21; Phil 4:20;  

1 Tim 1:17; 2 Tim 4:18; Heb 13:21; 1 Pet 4:11; 5:11; 2 Pet 3:18; Jude 24-
25; Rev 1:6 

 



 
 

Tuesday, Jan 14 
 

Genesis 15—God promises Abram descendants and land by covenant (walking 
between the cut pieces alone). 

 Verses 12–21 relate how two individuals made a covenant with each other. 
With the animals cut in two on either side, both individuals would walk 
between them. This meant, “If I go back on my word, may I be cut in two  
like these animals.” 

 Who “walked” between the cut animals? What is the significance of this 
then? 

 What item of significance does God tell about the future of Abram’s people  
in vv. 13–16? 

 

 

Matthew 15—Jesus rebukes hypocrisy, heals many, and feeds the 4000. 

 Jesus’ key point is stated in verses 3-9. We must be sure all we do fulfills 
God’s commands. 

 Jesus’ teaching in verses 15-20 explains verse 11. What is his point? 
 What can you learn from verse 24 about the main focus of Jesus’ earthly 

ministry? 
 
 

Items for Prayer 

 Charlie and Bo Frink- New Zealand—Pray for young people to be saved 
and for saved young people would be encouraged to stand for Christ  
and grow in their walk with Him. 

 Peniel Bible Camp 
 Those who have trusted Christ would be baptized and join the church 
 We would evangelize the lost through personal witness and  

public preaching of the Gospel, Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:15; Jude 22-23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, Jan 19 
 

Genesis 20—Abimelech takes Sarah for his wife but God warns him against this. 
Abimelech restores Sarah to Abraham. 

 How would you describe the strength of Abraham’s faith in this chapter? 
 How was God faithful to what He promised Abraham in this chapter? What 

application can you make from this? 
 

 

Matthew 20—Jesus teaches about the coming kingdom, his death, and true 
leadership. 

 In verses 1-16, what is Jesus teaching about the nature of those who will be in 
his coming kingdom?  

 What was Jesus anticipating (vv. 17-19)? In contrast, what were his disciples 
looking ahead to (vv. 20-28)? 

 What does Jesus teach about the real nature of leadership in verses 25-28? 
 

 

Items for Prayer 

 Andy, Sharon, Jeff, Katie, and Trent Rupert- Calvary Baptist of Willard—
Pray for Jeff as he starts back to school tomorrow. 

 Sunday Services- Heartfelt Worship 
 We would minister to one another for the unity, maturity,  

protection, and growth of our church (Eph 4:12-16) 
 We would exalt the Lord Jesus Christ as we gather in public worship, Acts 

2:42-47; 1 Cor 14:24-25; Col 3:1   



 
 

Saturday, Jan 18 
 

Genesis 19—God’s destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and deliverance of Lot 
and his family. Lot’s incest with his daughters, who bear him sons, Moab and 
Ammon. 

 Think back to where Lot lived at first; now where is he living? What effect did 
that have on him and his family? What application can you make from this? 

 Why did God judge Lot’s wife in this way? 
 

 

Matthew 19—Jesus teaches many. 

 Does Jesus change what God taught about marriage since the beginning of 
creation (vv. 3-9)? 

 What can you learn about salvation from verses 16-26? 
 What can you learn about Jesus’ coming kingdom from verses 27-30? 
 

 

Items for Prayer 

 Nathaniel, Katie, Emmaline, Gracyn, and Lauren Pringle- Cincinnati OH—
Pray for Jeremy, a Jewish man Nathaniel had the opportunity to witness 
to. 

 God would bless His Word, answer our prayers, and use our lives and 
public services for the salvation of souls and the increase and 
strengthening His Church 

 OBC men and women would grow in grace, fulfill their roles and 
responsibilities in their homes, and minister to our church body  
by word and example 

 We would earnestly contend for the faith, which was once handed down 
to the saints, Phil 1:27; 1 Tim 6:12; Jude 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday, Jan 15 
 

Genesis 16—Hagar, Sarai’s servant, bears Abram a son.  

 How did Sarai treat Hagar and her son? How did the Lord treat Hagar? 
 If you were Hagar, how would you respond to Sarai? And yet, the Lord told 

her how to act toward someone who treated her badly. When someone 
treats you wrongly, what should control your response? 

 

 

Matthew 16— Jesus warns of false teachers and teaches about the church, his 
death, and the nature of true faith. 
 What false teaching did Jesus warn his disciples of in verses 5-12? What 

actions did he tell them to do? 
 What does Jesus mention for the first time in verse 18? Also, compare   

vv. 18-19 with Ephesians 2:20; 3:5. 
 Had Jesus always been teaching that he would die? How would you answer 

this from verses 21-23? 
 What is an essential aspect of following Christ (vv. 24-27)? Apply to your  

faith and life. 
 

 

Items for Prayer 

 Tim, Cristina, Andres, Ruth, and Patricia Goossen- Argentina—Pray for 
Andres and Ruth at Bible school and Patricia in high school 

 Wednesday Night Bible Study/Prayer Meeting 
 Wisdom for church leadership 
 We would edify believers through the systematic teaching of the 

Bible public worship, ministry of believers, observance of the ordinances, 
and administration of biblical discipline, Acts 2:42- 47; 9:31; 1 Cor 14:26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Thursday, Jan 16 
 

Genesis 17—God reiterates His covenant with Abram, promising that he and Sarai 
would have descendants and dwell in the land. The Lord changes their names to 
Abraham and Sarah. The Lord establishes circumcision as the sign of the covenant. 

 “Abram” means “exalted father,” and “Abraham” means “father of a 
multitude.” Why would God change his name? 

 What did God emphasize that he would give to Abraham and his descendants 
in verse 8? 

 Circumcision was the sign of the covenant God made with Abraham. This 
“rite” did not establish the relationship; God did that. But if one of Abraham’s 
descendants didn’t get circumcised, what would happen? 

 

 

Matthew 17—Jesus is briefly transfigured to his future glory, casts demons out, 
pays the temple tax, and teaches his coming death and resurrection. 

 When reading verses 1-8, be sure to start with 16:28. That will help you 
understand the flow and significance of the passage. 

 Twice in this chapter Jesus speaks of his coming death (vv. 12, 22-23). 
Compare how the disciples react and how we reflect on that. What is the 
reason for the difference? 

 
 

Items for Prayer 

 Daniel, Rosamma, Dany, Merlin, and David Kumar- India—Pray for the 
church at Thadakam. They are constantly on the move because they don’t 
have a meeting place. 

 Financial Stability  
  Prayer and financial support of missionaries 
 We would equip believers to do the work of the ministry for the maturity, 

protection, and growth of the body, Eph 4:11-16; Heb 5:12-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Friday, Jan 17 
 

Genesis 18—The Lord tells Abraham and Sarah that she will have a son in one 
year. God tells Abraham He will destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, and Abraham 
prays for mercy because of the righteous there. 

 What can you discern about the identity of one of the “men” that talk with 
Abraham? 

 Why did God choose Abraham (note v. 19)? Is election a license to do 
whatever you want? 

 Why was God going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah? 
 What is the answer to Abraham’s question (v. 23)? Why (v. 25)?  
 

 

Matthew 18—Jesus teaches his disciples. 

 In Jesus’ coming kingdom “greatness” will not be measured by this world’s 
standards (vv. 1-6). What standard does God go by? How do you “measure 
up”? 

 What in your life brings strong temptation to sin (vv. 8-9)? What should you 
do about it? 

 Outline the steps of church discipline in verses 15-18. What is the purpose of 
church discipline?  

 How important is forgiveness (vv. 21-35)? What does it say about the 
genuineness of your faith? 

 
 

Items for Prayer 

 Mark and Bekah Perry- Chile—Pray for God’s grace in the ongoing 
application process for our permanent residency documents 

 Believers will grow more like Christ and less like the world through the 
Spirit’s help and personal discipline 

 Wisdom and provision for a permanent meeting house 
 We would establish churches of like faith and practice at home  

and abroad, Matt 28:19-20; Acts 14:21-23 
 
 
 
 


