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“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil,” Eph 5 :16
Equipping the church, Evangelizing the lost,
and Entering our building, Acts 19:10
Monday, July 27
Judges 6—Israel is oppressed by Midian; God calls Gideon to destroy Baal’s altar
and deliver Israel.





What was the ministry of the prophet (vv. 7–10)?
The “angel of the Lord” is best understood as being an appearance of
Christ before His incarnation. Compare v. 11 with verse 14.
The various tests that Gideon asked God to do are not to be followed in
our lives. These demonstrate Gideon’s lack of faith, not the strength of it!

Hebrews 4—The necessity of persevering faith in Jesus Christ.
 Is merely knowing the promise of salvation in Christ enough (the words
used here are “rest” and “Sabbath”)? What is necessary to enjoy Christ’s
salvation (vv. 1-10)?
 Verse 12 is often quoted to simply show the power of God’s Word. In its
immediate context (vv. 11-13), these verses relate that God will
accurately judge our response to Christ. Unbelief, which lies in the
“heart”,” cannot be “hidden” from God. His powerful Word will “cut” to
the heart and “open and lay bare” what is really there.
 What are you exhorted to do in verse 14? What resource and example do
you have (v. 15)? What conclusion is made (v. 16)?
Items for Prayer






Jeremy, Caroline, Isobel, William, Priscilla, and Baby Dion- Papua
New Guinea—Pray for Caroline and the baby as the due date
approaches.
Satan and wicked spiritual forces, Mark 4:15; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 2:2;
6:12, 18
Sinful hearts of the lost, Rom 3:10–18; 2 Cor 4:3–4; Eph 4:18–19
Our own struggles with sin, Matt 26:41; Rom 7:13–25

Tuesday, July 28
Judges 7—The Lord pares Gideon’s army down to 300 and gives them a
great victory over Midian.

 Why did God say that Gideon had too many soldiers?
 What would the trumpets and torches signify (v. 16)?
 As you read verses 19ff, keep Leviticus 26:8 & Joshua 23:10 in mind.
Hebrews 5—Jesus Christ is our God-appointed high priest.
 What can you learn about OT priests from verses 1-4?
 Jesus’ likeness to Melchizedek is touched on here but will be more
fully developed in chapter 7.
 From verses 11-14, what prevents understanding Christian
doctrine? What is expected of every Christian? In addition to
grasping Christian teaching, what is another effect of spiritual
maturity (v. 14)?
Items for Prayer
 Charlie and Bo Frink- New Zealand—Pray for people to be saved as
we share the Gospel. Pray that God would give us wisdom as we
teach God’s Word, and pray for believers to grow!
 Boldness in the face of opposition and resistance, Acts 4:29;
Eph 6:19
 Fear of and love for Christ, 2 Cor 5:11, 14
 Selflessness, Luke 9:23–26

Sunday, August 2
Judges 12—Civil war ensues between Gilead and Ephraim. Jephthah dies;
successive judges are listed.

 Remember the refrain of Judges (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25). How
would having a godly king have helped in this situation?

Hebrews 10—As Jesus’ sacrifice is better than those of the Law, believers
must persevere in him.

 The contrast in verses 1–18 is between the continual sacrifices of

the Law and the single sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
 What does the AH urge in verses 19–25 on the basis of Christ’s
once-for-all perfect sacrifice?
 How does the AH warn (vv. 26–31) and encourage (vv. 32–39) his
readers?
Items for Prayer
 Andy, Sharon, Jeff, Katie, and Trent Rupert- Calvary Baptist of
Willard—Pray for finances for Katie as she prepares to go to
Maranatha.
 Christ-likeness at home and “work,” Col 3:18–4:1
 Not judge by externals, Jas 2:1; 2 Cor 5:16
 Persevering faithfulness in perilous times, Revelation 2–3; 21:7

Saturday, August 1
Judges 11—Jephthah leads Israel’s defense; he attempts peace with
Ammon but they resist. Jephthah sacrifices his daughter because of his rash
vow.

 Ammon’s stated reason for fighting Israel (v. 13) is from Numbers

21:24.
 Regarding Jephthah’s foolish vow (vv. 29ff), consider what this says
about the prevailing morality in that day! And yet, Hebrews 11:32!
 While thinking about these two things, finish this sentence:
“Believers can do great things by faith yet…”
Hebrews 9—Jesus is better than the OT system of worship.
 This chapter is detailed and complex but has this essential point:
Jesus is better than the OT system of worship. Note these two
contrasting points:
(1) The OT system of worship under the old covenant involved
an earthly tabernacle, earthly priests, and regular sacrifices
while providing limited cleansing.
(2) Jesus entered the heavenly tabernacle as a perfect priest
offering himself as a perfect sacrifice that provided eternal
redemption, thus providing the benefits of a new, perfect
covenant.
 Understanding these two points, should the readers leave Jesus
to go back to the OT system of worship? Why?
Items for Prayer
 Nathaniel, Katie, Emmaline, Gracyn, and Lauren Pringle- Cincinnati
OH—Pray for the salvation of Jeremy, a Jewish man.
 False teachers spreading error in the name of Christ, 1 Tim 4:1–3;
2 John 7
 Selfless, sacrificial love for all Christians, Acts 6:1
 Tendency to be “now” oriented rather than Christ and eternity,
Matt 6:33; 2 Tim 4:1

Wednesday, July 29
Judges 8—Gideon’s army finishes off the enemy and deals with Israelites
who did not help. Gideon declines being king but falls into idolatry.

 Why did Gideon refuse to be king?
 What was Gideon’s failure?
 How did Israel fall away from the Lord? What lessons can you learn
from this for yourself?

Hebrews 6—The readers are warned about falling away from Christ and
are encouraged to diligently pursue Christ.
 The individual described in verses 4-5 sounds like a believer, but
what picture does the illustration in verses 7-8 paint? What is clear
is the professing believer “falls away”—leaves and abandons—
Jesus Christ. This warns professing believers to stay with (persevere
in) Christ.
 What characterizes true believers (vv. 9-15)?
Items for Prayer
 Tim, Cristina, Andres, Ruth, and Patricia Goossen- Argentina—Pray
for wisdom in counseling different situations.
 We will always be “going,” Matt 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47–49;
John 20:21; Acts 1:8
 Salvation of souls, 2 Thess 3:1
 Faithfulness, 1 Cor 1:18

Thursday, July 30
Judges 9—Abimelech, one of Gideon’s sons, kills all his brothers save one
and makes himself king. Civil war ensues, but God removes Abimelech.

 What kind of character did Abimelech have? Remember the main

point of this book; how would this account demonstrate the main
point of Judges?
 Note verse 56—this demonstrates that God is the king in Israel.
Human rulers would come and go, but God remains.
Hebrews 7—Jesus is a better priest than those established by the Law
through Levi.
 In verses 1–3 the AH (author of Hebrews) shows how great a
person Melchizedek was. He was not God, but because Scripture
doesn’t record his genealogy, birth, or death, he “remains a priest
perpetually.”
 In verses 4–10 the AH shows the great position Melchizedek had
compared to Levi. Abraham’s descendants gave tithes to Levi’s
sons, but whom did they give tithes to (vv. 4, 9–10)?
 Verses 11–22 show that Jesus is a better priest than the Levitical
priests because, like Melchizedek, he is a greater person, has a
greater position, and brings a better covenant (vv. 11–12, 18–22).
 Note the contrasts in verses 23–28 between the Levitical priests
and Jesus. What makes Jesus “better” than them? What are the
results of his “better” priesthood? What can you thank and praise
God for? Take time to do so!
Items for Prayer
 Daniel, Rosamma, Dany, Merlin, and David Kumar- India--Pray for
Pastor Ramesh and the church at Kuppaipalayam.
 Open doors, Col 4:3
 Spirt-led, dependent, and empowered (tendency to follow our sin
nature), Gal 5:16
 Always content in Christ, Phil 4:11-13

Friday, July 31
Judges 10—Despite the Lord’s deliverance through several judges, Israel
engages in idolatry and is thus oppressed.

 Israel was to be ruled by God, but how did they respond to his rule

(v. 6)? How did God respond?
 How did Israel show their repentance (v. 16)?
 Note how God’s compassion is expressed in verse 16 and meditate
on that.
Hebrews 8—Jesus’ ministry is better because it rests on better promises of
the New Covenant.

 Why is Jesus’ ministry better than that of priests under the Law (vv.
1–6)?
 The problem with the Law/the old covenant was it depended on
Israel’s obedience (vv. 7–9). What makes the new covenant
“better” (vv. 10–12)? What is the result and effect for the Law/the
old covenant (v. 13)?

Items for Prayer
 Mark and Bekah Perry- Chile—Pray that we will be able to return to
Ohio for Mark’s Mom’s memorial service.
 Always increasing Christ-likeness of Christians, Col 1:9–11; Heb
5:12–14; 2 Pet 1:5–11
 Governing authorities, Acts 5:29; 1 Tim 2:1–6
 Christians’ worship, 1 Cor 14:24–25

