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“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil,” Eph 5 :16
Equipping the church, Evangelizing the lost,
and Entering our building, Acts 19:10
Monday, August 10
Judges 20—Israel gathers and fights against Benjamin and defeats them.

 How committed to evil were the inhabitants of Gibeah (v. 13)?
 What was Israel’s response to their initial defeats? What would
have been the easy thing to do?

James 5—The practice of living faith in this life.

 Verses 1–6 are not directed toward wealthy believers. What in the
text shows that unbelievers are in view?
 What does genuine faith live for in this life (vv. 7–11)? How does it
live? How does this contrast with the godless wealthy in verses 1–
6? (The “therefore” in v. 7 connects vv. 1–6 with vv. 7–11.)
 How does genuine faith respond in times of sickness (vv. 13–18)?
 If you are a believer, what should you do if a professing Christian
you know well “strays from the truth”? Also note these passages:
Matt 18:15–18; Gal 6:1; 1 Thess 5:14; 2 Thess 3:15; Heb 12:13.
Items for Prayer





Jeremy, Caroline, Isobel, William, Priscilla, and Baby Dion- Papua
New Guinea—Pray for the continued and complete healing of
Jeremy’s fingers.
Satan and wicked spiritual forces, Mark 4:15; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 2:2;
6:12, 18
Sinful hearts of the lost, Rom 3:10–18; 2 Cor 4:3–4; Eph 4:18–19
Our own struggles with sin, Matt 26:41; Rom 7:13–25

Tuesday, August 11
Judges 21—Wives are provided for the tribe of Benjamin.

 What was at Bethel that would cause the people to go there to
seek the Lord (v. 2)?
 What is the recurring theme of Judges? How does this chapter
demonstrate that?
 Compare verse 25 with Deuteronomy 12:8; 21:9.
1 Peter 1—In times of suffering Christians must remember their great
salvation in Christ and faithfully live for and like Him.

 What truths of your salvation can you learn from this chapter? Note
them and give thanks to God for his gracious salvation!
 What specific instructions and commands are given in this chapter?
Mark them in your Bible or on a separate sheet of paper. Ask the
Lord to help you with these.
Items for Prayer





Charlie and Bo Frink- New Zealand—Pray for continued healing of
Coen. He had seizures that affected development. Pray for the
salvation of his parents, Brett and Helen.
Boldness in the face of opposition and resistance, Acts 4:29;
Eph 6:19
Fear of and love for Christ, 2 Cor 5:11, 14
Selflessness, Luke 9:23–26

Sunday, August 16
1 Samuel 1—Hannah prays for a son and the Lord answers; Samuel is
dedicated to the Lord as a Nazirite.

 How did Hannah respond to her trial? Application?
 What was Hannah promising in verse 11?
 What kind of parents did Samuel have? Application?
2 Peter 1—Christians must grow in grace and rest in the Scriptures.

 “Divine nature” (v. 4) doesn’t mean believers become God, but that
they receive a nature (disposition, orientation) that is thoroughly
God-like, in contrast to the “lust” orientated toward the world.
 Because you have a new, Christ-like nature, what should you
diligently give yourself to growing like? How essential is this (vv. 811)?
 Peter’s twofold aim in this letter is stated in 3:17-18, avoid false
teachers and grow in grace. These two themes are in chapter 1—
grow in God’s grace (vv. 1-16) and rest in the Scriptures, thus
avoiding false teaching (vv. 17-21).
Items for Prayer





Andy, Sharon, Jeff, Katie, and Trent Rupert- Calvary Baptist of
Willard—Pray for Sharon as she is involved in track for the public
school.
Christ-likeness at home and “work,” Col 3:18–4:1
Not judge by externals, Jas 2:1; 2 Cor 5:16
Persevering faithfulness in perilous times, Revelation 2–3; 21:7

Saturday, August 15
Ruth 4—Boaz marries Ruth and they have a son; their genealogy to King
David.

 Why didn’t the closest relative want to buy Naomi’s property?
 From this chapter, what is one of the main purposes of this book?
1 Peter 5—Pastors and Christians must always be faithful and stand in
God’s grace.

 What actions must characterize pastors (vv. 2-4)? Use this list to

pray for your pastor(s).
 During difficult times, how easy is it to be anxious (v. 7) and lose
self-control (v. 8a)? Who would take advantage of that (v. 8b)?
What should you do (vv. 7-9)? What will God do and when will he
do it (v. 10)?
 As you go through difficult situations in life, you must stand firm in
the true grace of God (v. 12). From this book, think about the
various situations where you could be moved from a firm standing,
or be tempted to “stand” (depend, rely on) something other than
God’s grace.

Wednesday, August 12
Ruth 1—A family from Bethlehem leaves and goes to Moab. Naomi’s
husband and sons die. She returns to Bethlehem with Ruth her daughter-inlaw.

 When did the events of this book occur? What would that tell you

about what “life” was like?
 Though Naomi brushed off the idea, why would she talk about her
daughters-in-law marrying within her family?
 Note verse 16, Ruth’s “confession of faith.” What is she saying
here?
1 Peter 2—The believer’s identity in Christ must control his life, regardless
of his circumstances.

 Note the different descriptions of believers in verses 2, 5, 9, 10, and
11. How do these descriptions help you see how you should live as
a Christian?
 Three different circumstances of life are given in verses 13-25. How
should a Christian respond and live in such? Why?
Items for Prayer

Items for Prayer





Nathaniel, Katie, Emmaline, Gracyn, and Lauren Pringle- Cincinnati
OH—Pray that our church will grow in the area of disciple-making.
False teachers spreading error in the name of Christ, 1 Tim 4:1–3;
2 John 7
Selfless, sacrificial love for all Christians, Acts 6:1
Tendency to be “now” oriented rather than Christ and eternity,
Matt 6:33; 2 Tim 4:1






Tim, Cristina, Andres, Ruth, and Patricia Goossen- Argentina—Pray
for God’s leading in our children’s lives
We will always be “going,” Matt 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47–49;
John 20:21; Acts 1:8
Salvation of souls, 2 Thess 3:1
Faithfulness, 1 Cor 1:18

Thursday, August 13
Ruth 2—Ruth gleans in Boaz’s field; he shows particular care and concern
for her.

 Verse 3 says that Ruth “happened” to come to Boaz’s field. What

do you think about that?
 What had Boaz heard about Ruth? What does that say about the
importance of your testimony?
 Note verse 12—Ruth was no pagan immigrant: she was a believer
in the Lord. Note the expressions Boaz uses here—what is he
getting across?
1 Peter 3—Essential aspects of Christian living.

 Verses 8-9 detail key characteristics of a believer’s life. Note each

one, ask the Lord to help you with it, and do them!
 Verses 19-22 are challenging! Christians must be willing to suffer
(13-17) because Christ suffered for their sins (18), proclaimed
judgment to lost souls in hades (19-20), and believers testifying by
their baptism that they follow Christ (21).

Friday, August 14
Ruth 3—Ruth asks Boaz to provide protection for her.

 Ruth’s expression, “spread your covering/skirt/wing” or “take your
maidservant under your wing” is a figurative way of saying “take
me to be your wife.”
 Boaz solemnly promised to do as he said by saying “as the Lord
lives” (v. 13). What is the significance of this?
 What does Naomi’s confidence (v. 18) says about Boaz?

1 Peter 4—Faithful Christian living in times of persecution and suffering.

 In verses 1-6, what are the differences between believers and




Items for Prayer





Daniel, Rosamma, Dany, Merlin, and David Kumar- India—Pray for
continued strength as we use technology to minister to our church
family. Pray for their growth and the salvation of unbelievers.
Open doors, Col 4:3
Spirt-led, dependent, and empowered (tendency to follow our sin
nature), Gal 5:16
Always content in Christ, Phil 4:11-13



unbelievers? How will unbelievers treat believers? What should be
your mindset (vv. 1-2)?
Verse 6 refers to when the gospel was preached to people when
they were alive and have since died.
What is essential for prayer (v. 7)? Are these prerequisites in your
life?
In verse 7, what truth does Peter say should motivate believers?
What four actions does he say you should engage in because of
that truth (vv. 7-11)? Do you believe that truth? Are you fulfilling
those actions?
Carefully read and meditate on verses 12-19.

Items for Prayer





Mark and Bekah Perry- Chile—Pray for Mark’s Mom’s memorial
service tomorrow. Pray that God will be glorified through it.
Always increasing Christ-likeness of Christians, Col 1:9–11; Heb
5:12–14; 2 Pet 1:5–11
Governing authorities, Acts 5:29; 1 Tim 2:1–6
Christians’ worship, 1 Cor 14:24–25

