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“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”
Eph 5 :16
Equipping the church, Evangelizing the lost,
and Entering our building, Acts 19:10
Monday, August 17
1 Samuel 2—Hannah praises the Lord; Samuel grows in favor with the Lord
and men. Eli’s sons Hophni and Phineas distort God’s worship and their
judgment is prophesied.

 What kind of worship did Eli’s sons render to the Lord? What was

the Lord’s assessment of that?
 Note verse 30—what practical application can you make from this?
 How does God describe faithfulness (v. 35)?
2 Peter 2—The description and destruction of false teachers.

 From verses 2-3, what can you learn about the character of false

teachers and what their false teaching does?
 The point of verses 4-10 is that the destruction of false teachers “is
not asleep,” in other words, God will judge them (v. 9).
 Peter uses strong language in verses 10b-22 to describe false
teachers. Peter’s words are based on the absolute truth of
Scripture and the true grace of God in Jesus Christ.
Items for Prayer



Chris, Heidi, Rachel, Isaac, Susanna, Titus, and Seth SeawrightThailand—Pray for wisdom on what to write on our chalk sign at





our office room and pray that God will use it in people’s lives.
Satan and wicked spiritual forces, Mark 4:15; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 2:2;
6:12, 18
Sinful hearts of the lost, Rom 3:10–18; 2 Cor 4:3–4; Eph 4:18–19
Our own struggles with sin, Matt 26:41; Rom 7:13–25
Tuesday, August 18

1 Samuel 3—The Lord speaks to Samuel that He will bring judgment upon
Eli’s house; the Lord is with Samuel.

 Note verse 13—who was responsible for the sin of Eli’s sons’ sins?

What was Eli’s responsibility?
 Why couldn’t the sins of Eli’s sons be atoned for?
 Note the contrast between Eli’s house and Samuel.
 The expression, “from Dan to Beersheba” covers the land from the
northernmost part to the southernmost part. Put that in your own
words!
2 Peter 3—Because God’s judgment is coming, stay away from false
teachers and live godly lives.

 Believers’ minds must be stirred up by regular reminders about

false teachers so they won’t be carried away by them and so
believers would grow in grace (vv. 1-2, 17-18).
 What does Peter stir up believers’ minds about in verses 1-10? Are
false teachers coming (vv. 1-3)? What will they say (vv. 4-6)? What
will God do (vv. 7-10)?
 What does Peter stir up believers’ minds about in verses 11-18?
Items for Prayer





Friends In C. A.—Pray that we will be able to have spiritual
conversations with those around us and pray that God will be
working in hearts.
Boldness in the face of opposition and resistance, Acts 4:29;
Eph 6:19
Fear of and love for Christ, 2 Cor 5:11, 14
Selflessness, Luke 9:23–26

Sunday, August 23
1 Samuel 8—Israel demands a king like the nations; Samuel warns what
such will be like.

 What kind of leader did Israel want? Compare also verse 20; 12:12.
 What was God’s evaluation of the people’s request?
 God told Samuel to solemnly warn them; how did they respond?
1 John 5—Genuine believers love and obey God, believe Jesus is God in the
flesh, and pray for one another.

 Genuine believers accept all that Scripture says about Jesus being
the promised Messiah and that He is fully God (vv. 1–12).

 In verse 6, “water” refers to Jesus’ baptism (the beginning of his

ministry) and “blood” refers to his death (the end of his ministry).
Jesus being the Messiah was proven by both; these “testify” (vv. 7–
8) about Jesus and genuine believers know this (vv. 9–12).
 In verses 16–17 the focus isn’t on one particularly “bad” sin but an
unrepentant sinful pattern of behavior.
Items for Prayer





Mike and Marie Brunk- South Africa—Pray that we can get written
permission to build what we would like to on our land

Christ-likeness at home and “work,” Col 3:18–4:1
Not judge by externals, Jas 2:1; 2 Cor 5:16
Persevering faithfulness in perilous times, Revelation 2–3; 21:7

Saturday, August 22
1 Samuel 7—The Ark is brought to Kiriath-jearim; Samuel leads Israel to
seek the Lord and He protects them against the Philistines.

 Note the actions Samuel directs Israel to take in verse 3. Meditate

on these and apply them to your life.
 In verse 12, “Ebenezer” means “the stone of help.” Read the hymn,
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing,” and note verse 2!
 How did Samuel lead Israel in their response to the Philistines?
Compare this with Proverbs 3:5–6.
1 John 4—Genuine believers must put false teachers to the test (vv. 1–6)
and show Christ-like love to one another (vv. 7–21).

Wednesday, August 19
1 Samuel 4—Israel is defeated in battle by Philistia; the ark is captured;
Hophni and Phineas are killed and Eli dies.

 How did the Israelites view the Ark of the Covenant? What does

that say about where their trust truly was?
 The Israelites’ misplaced trust also shows their blindness to the real
cause of their defeat.
 “Ichabod” means “where is the honor” or “no glory,” (v. 21).
1 John 1—Genuine believers believe the true gospel (vv. 1-4) and live
Christ-like lives (vv. 5-10).

 John writes to believers who are threatened by false teachers.

These false teachers said they were Christians. How can one know
who is a genuine believer and who isn’t? John’s purpose in writing
is to clearly teach the marks of genuine faith (cf. 5:13).

 Verses 1–6 give tests by which we must examine teachers. What is

the first test (vv. 2–3)? The second (vv. 4–5)? The third (v. 6)?
 Verses 7–21 repeat an essential mark of true faith, love for other
Christians. If someone is a Christian the Spirit indwells him (v. 13)
and he will show the fruits of the Spirit, in this case, love. What can
you learn about true Christian love from this passage?
Items for Prayer





Brian, Erin, Isabel, Emmett, Arthur, Owen, and Walter BollonTaiwan—Praise the Lord that we should have Walter’s passport by
now and pray for a quick visa application process
False teachers spreading error in the name of Christ, 1 Tim 4:1–3;
2 John 7
Selfless, sacrificial love for all Christians, Acts 6:1
Tendency to be “now” oriented rather than Christ and eternity,
Matt 6:33; 2 Tim 4:1

 In verses 1-2, John teaches the genuine humanity (v. 1) and deity (v.
2) of Jesus. False teachers threatening the readers denied the
biblical doctrine of Christ (cf. 2:13, 22-23; 4:3).
 “Walk” is a figure of speech for how you live your life. What does it
mean then to “walk in darkness” and “walk in the Light” (vv. 5-7)?
“Fellowship” refers to sharing, and here refers to salvation in Christ.
With this in mind, how do genuine believers live (vv. 5-7)? How do
they respond to sin (vv. 8-10)?
Items for Prayer





Izaac, Kim, Ashlyn, Brenna, and Carson VanderSchel- Camp—Pray
for wisdom in making improvements around camp.
We will always be “going,” Matt 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47–49;
John 20:21; Acts 1:8
Salvation of souls, 2 Thess 3:1
Faithfulness, 1 Cor 1:18

Thursday, August 20
1 Samuel 5—The Lord smites the Philistines wherever they have the Ark of
the Covenant.

 Note what the Philistines say in verse 7—what do they mean by the
“hand” of the Lord?
 What does this account say about the true God? Why would
anyone continue in idolatry then?
1 John 2—Essential marks of faith and unbelief.

 How is salvation described in this chapter?
 In verses 3–6, what characterizes true salvation? Prayerfully think
and meditate on these verses for your own life.
 In verses 9–11, what is another characteristic of true salvation?

 In verses 15–17, what is another characteristic of true salvation?
 Verses 18–25 describe false teachers who considered themselves

believers that the readers were threatened by. What does not
characterize true salvation (vv. 22–23)? What would be the
opposite of this? How should Christians respond to false teaching
(vv. 26–29)?

Items for Prayer





Dan, Amy, Joshua, Emma, and Genevieve Baker- Australia—Praise
the Lord for Amy’s continued recovery. She is back to her normal
wife, mom, and ministry duties.
Open doors, Col 4:3
Spirt-led, dependent, and empowered (tendency to follow our sin
nature), Gal 5:16
Always content in Christ, Phil 4:11-13

Friday, August 21
1 Samuel 6—The Philistines send the Ark of the Covenant away and the
cows lead it back. Though the Israelites recover it, some look inside it and
are judged.

 Note and remember how the unbelieving, idolatrous Philistines

handled the Ark of the Covenant.
 Why did the Lord kill those who looked into the Ark? Why do you
think they were looking into the Ark?
 What does this say about how we should think about and value the
things of the Lord?
1 John 3—The calling and character of God’s children.

 In verses 9–10, what characterizes believers’ and unbelievers’ lives?
 Verses 13–18 repeat and expand on a key evidence of genuine
salvation, a love for other believers. According to these verses,
what does love for other believers look like?
 Verses 23–24 give four essential marks of genuine salvation. What
are they?
Items for Prayer





Tom, Stephanie, Daniela, Nino, Angelo & Gabriella Boehm- Italy—
Pray for the spiritual growth of Serena, and pray for wisdom for
Stephanie as she disciples her.
Always increasing Christ-likeness of Christians, Col 1:9–11; Heb
5:12–14; 2 Pet 1:5–11
Governing authorities, Acts 5:29; 1 Tim 2:1–6
Christians’ worship, 1 Cor 14:24–25

