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“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil,” Eph 5 :16
Equipping the church, Evangelizing the lost,
and Entering our building, Acts 19:10
Monday, August 24
1 Samuel 9—Saul searches for his lost donkeys, comes to Samuel, and eats
with him.

 Why were prophets called “seers” (v. 9)?
 Note verse 16—what was the people’s prayer? Trace through this

chapter how the Lord answered this prayer.
 Though the people wanted a king for the wrong reason (they
thought a king would save them, rather than the Lord), the Lord still
had pity on them (v. 16). Ask the Lord to help you ask things of Him
from right motivations and for His glory!



2 John—Believers show their love for God and His Word by living the truth
and rejecting false teachers.

 What does God command believers (vv. 4, 6)? “Walk” refers to the

pattern, course, and character of your life; does “truth” control and
color your life?
 What does John warn of (v. 7)? What danger is involved (v. 8)?
What is his assessment of such people (v. 9)? How should believers
respond (vv. 10–11)?
Items for Prayer






Andy, Sharon, Jeff, Katie, and Trent Rupert- Calvary Baptist of
Willard—Pray for Jeff and Katie at Maranatha and Trent in public
school.
Satan and wicked spiritual forces, Mark 4:15; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 2:2;
6:12, 18
Sinful hearts of the lost, Rom 3:10–18; 2 Cor 4:3–4; Eph 4:18–19
Our own struggles with sin, Matt 26:41; Rom 7:13–25

Tuesday, August 25
1 Samuel 10—The Lord changes Saul’s heart; Samuel anoints Saul king.

 How did the Lord equip Saul to lead Israel? Did Saul seek this?
 How did Samuel prepare Israel for a king (v. 25)? What does this say
about the importance of God’s Word for every aspect of your life?
What should you do then?

3 John—Believers walk in the truth, support the spread of the truth, and
live good lives.

Sunday, August 30
1 Samuel 15—Saul defeats the Amalekites but doesn’t completely destroy
them. The Lord rejects Saul as king.

 What did God command Saul to do? How did he “obey”?
 Note verse 12—what did Saul do? Note verse 13—what did Saul
do? Who did Saul blame in verses 15 and 21?
 How did Samuel respond to Saul’s assertion in verse 21 that the
end justifies the means?

 What can you learn about God in this chapter?

 In verse 2, what was in better “shape,” Gaius’ soul or body? What

of you?
 What can you learn about supporting the Lord’s work from verses
5–8?
 What can you learn from Diotrephes and Demetrius (vv. 9–12)?
Items for Prayer





Nathaniel, Katie, Emmaline, Gracyn, and Lauren Pringle- Cincinnati
OH—Pray that we will continue to reach out to the community and
that many would come to Christ and follow Christ wholly
Boldness in the face of opposition and resistance, Acts 4:29;
Eph 6:19
Fear of and love for Christ, 2 Cor 5:11, 14
Selflessness, Luke 9:23–26

Revelation 4—The greatness and glory of God the Creator.

 This chapter shows God’s greatness as Creator of the world. Most

of the book describes Jesus’ judgment on the whole world; this
chapter establishes his right to do so as he is the world’s Creator.
 John tries to describe what he sees in heaven in human terms
(“like,” vv. 3, 6–7). What is clear and indisputable is God’s position
on the throne (vv. 2–3) and the response of all created beings (vv.
8–11).
Items for Prayer





Jeremy, Caroline, Isobel, William, Priscilla, and Baby Dion- Papua
New Guinea—Pray for a vibrant walk with the Lord.
Christ-likeness at home and “work,” Col 3:18–4:1
Not judge by externals, Jas 2:1; 2 Cor 5:16
Persevering faithfulness in perilous times, Revelation 2–3; 21:7

Saturday, August 29
1 Samuel 14—The Philistines are defeated by Jonathan and followed by
Saul. Saul gives a foolish order and Jonathan is almost killed by him. Saul’s
military efforts are summarized.

 Think and meditate on verse 6, especially the last part (cp. Lev 26:8;
Josh 23:10; Judg 7).
 Who was credited with the victory (v. 23)?
 Saul’s request to “roll a great stone” in verse 33 sounds puzzling,
but read it with verses 34–35. What was Saul doing? How often had
he done this? What does that say about where he was spiritually?
Revelation 3—Jesus’ message to the churches at Sardis, Philadelphia, and
Laodicea.

 In verse 10 Jesus promises that the church will not experience the

Tribulation described in chapters 6–19. Before the Tribulation
Christ will come and take the church up to be with him (John 14:2–
3; 1 Cor 15:51–52; 1 Thess 4:14–17).
 In verse 16 “cold” and “hot” refer to springs of water in Laodicea
that were valuable and useful, which is what Jesus wants the
church to be. Jesus isn’t saying he wishes they would be either
100% for or against him! He is saying that the church is essentially
dead.
Items for Prayer





Charlie and Bo Frink- New Zealand—Pray for the salvation of
several ladies who participated in a ladies’ night and pray for the
believing ladies to grow in their walk with the Lord.
False teachers spreading error in the name of Christ, 1 Tim 4:1–3;
2 John 7
Selfless, sacrificial love for all Christians, Acts 6:1
Tendency to be “now” oriented rather than Christ and eternity,
Matt 6:33; 2 Tim 4:1

Wednesday, August 26
1 Samuel 11—The Amorites attack, and Saul leads Israel to victory.

 What was Saul’s appeal in verse 7? How did the Lord use it, and

what was the effect?
 Verse 14 was a public reaffirmation that Saul was the king God had
chosen. It also served to emphasize who Saul was ultimately
responsible to. What Samuel said at this meeting is set forth in the
next chapter.
Jude—Christians must contend for the faith (v. 3), persevere in the faith
(vv. 20–21), and rescue those being led away from the faith (vv. 22–23).

 What problem prompted Jude to exhort the readers to “contend

for the faith” (vv. 3–4)?
 Jude’s point in verses 5–7 is that as God judged false teachers in the
past, He will likewise judge false teachers in the present. Verses 8–
19 further describe the false teachers.
 What should you your response and action be toward professing
believers who are being led away by false teaching (vv. 22–23)?
Items for Prayer





Mark and Bekah Perry- Chile—Pray for God’s grace to walk in
wisdom with our limited time and resources.
We will always be “going,” Matt 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47–49;
John 20:21; Acts 1:8
Salvation of souls, 2 Thess 3:1
Faithfulness, 1 Cor 1:18

Thursday, August 27
1 Samuel 12—Samuel reviews the Lord’s deliverance and protection of
Israel despite their sin and unbelief. He urges them to love and serve the
Lord for their good and God’s glory.

 In verses 9–10, how did Israel “forget” the Lord?
 What role did all Israel have in the establishment of the kingdom
and the king (v. 14)?
 What was it that motivated, or moved, God to make Israel His
people (v. 22)? How is this true in believers’ lives today? How
should that affect and control you?
 What two things characterized Saul’s life and ministry (v. 23)?
Application?

Revelation 1—John greets the churches and describes his vision of Jesus.

 What can you learn about Jesus from verses 4–7?
 In verses 12–18, how does Jesus appear to John? What effect does
that have on him?
 What can you learn from verses 3 and 19 about this book?

Items for Prayer





Tim, Cristina, Andres, Ruth, and Patricia Goossen- Argentina—Pray
for the salvation of souls here and around the world.
Open doors, Col 4:3
Spirt-led, dependent, and empowered (tendency to follow our sin
nature), Gal 5:16
Always content in Christ, Phil 4:11-13

Friday, August 28
1 Samuel 13—After defeating a Philistine garrison, the Philistines surround
Saul and his army. Saul sins by offering the sacrifice; Samuel condemns
Saul.

 After the great victory over the Amorites and the public

reaffirmation of the previous chapter come the events of this
chapter. What application can you make from this?
 Note verse 12—was Saul in control of the situation, or did the
situation control Saul? What was the terrible result? Application?
 What is the mark/evidence of one whose heart belongs to the Lord
(vv. 13–14)?
Revelation 2—Jesus’ messages to the churches at Ephesus, Smyrna,
Pergamum, and Thyatira.

 Does Jesus see the things of verses 2–3 as bad? What is Jesus’

rebuke (v. 4) and remedy (v. 5)?
 What was the Smyrna church experiencing? Did Jesus tell them
such difficulties were not His will? What were Jesus’ two
instructions? What application can you make?
 What was the problem at Pergamum (vv. 14–15)? How would
Romans 16:17; 2 Cor 6:14–7:1; and 2 John 7–11 apply?
 The church at Thyatira wasn’t guilty of false teaching but of
tolerating the presence of false teachers. Believers were not
obeying God’s commands to separate from false teachers (see
passages from the Pergamum church).
Items for Prayer





Daniel, Rosamma, Dany, Merlin, and David Kumar- India—Pray that
we will be able to do some online classes for our former Theology
school students.
Always increasing Christ-likeness of Christians, Col 1:9–11; Heb
5:12–14; 2 Pet 1:5–11
Governing authorities, Acts 5:29; 1 Tim 2:1–6
Christians’ worship, 1 Cor 14:24–25

